
 
In June this year the NPRC took a 
further step in implementing its 5 
year strategic plan by initiating the 
formation of Provincial Peace 
Committees (PPCs). As a Forum 
we are elated to share that a num-
ber of our  facilitators have been 
nominated into these committees. 
This presents a critical opportunity 
for the Forum to play a role in the 
broader national peace building 
agenda.  

Greetings to you all 
The past quarter of the year has 
been quite an exciting one for us 
as a Forum. Not only have we 
been exploring new avenues in 
our peace building work but we 
have also been celebrating key 
milestones together with some 
of the members of the Forum. 
 
In August ECLF launched its 
first gender centred peace inter-
vention in Bulawayo Metropoli-
tan Province. For quite some 
time now we have been high-
lighting the fact that gender 
dynamics introduce some com-
plexity to conflict situations and 
hence to any peace building 

interventions. As a result there is 
need to mainstream gender is-
sues into the peace building 
work.  
Through this inaugural program 
ECLF will be working with 
church leaders , both male and 
female, in the province with a 
focus on capacitating them with 
skills to handle conflicts within 
the church and their communi-
ties by adopting a gender sensi-
tive lense. It is our hope that this 
program will culminate in prac-
tical strategies by which the 
church can address gender based 
violence and other such conflicts 
in a more holistic and sensitive 
manner.  

FROM THE EDITORS DESK 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE 2019 
"Climate Action for Peace" 

"Today peace faces a new danger: the climate emer-
gency, which threatens our security, our livelihoods 

and our lives. That is why it is the focus of this year’s 
International Day of Peace. And it’s why I am con-

vening a Climate Action Summit." — UN Secretary-
General António Guterre 

The United Nations Member States adopted the 17 Sustaina-
ble Development Goals in 2015 because they understood that 
it would not be possible to build a peaceful world if steps 
were not taken to achieve economic and social development 
for all people everywhere, and ensure that their rights were 
protected.  The Sustainable Goals cover a broad range of 
issues, including poverty, hunger, health, education, climate 
change, gender equality, water, sanitation, energy, environ-
ment and social justice. Sustainable Development Goal 13 
“Climate Action” is a call for immediate action by all to low-
er greenhouse emissions, build resilience and improve educa-
tion on climate change. Affordable, scalable solutions such as 
renewable energy, clean technologies are available to enable 
countries to leapfrog to greener, more resilient economies. 
 
The theme draws attention to the importance of combating 
climate change as a way to protect and promote peace 
throughout the world.  
Climate change causes clear threats to international peace and 
security. Natural disasters displace three times as many peo-

ple as con-
flicts, forcing 
millions to 
leave their 
homes and 
seek safety 
elsewhere.  
 
The saliniza-
tion of water 
and crops is 
endangering 
food security, 
and the impact 
on public health is escalating. The growing 
tensions over resources and movements of 
people are affecting every country on every 
continent. Peace can only be achieved if 
concrete action is taken to combat climate 
change.   

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 VOLUME 2 ISSUE 4  

The Peace Connector 

 

Inside this issue: 

  
From the Editors 

desk 

1 

International Day of 

Peace 2019 

1 

Climate Change: A 

Key Driver of Human
-Animal Conflict in 

2 

Review of the 

Global Peace Index 

3 

Community Peace 

Building Initiatives: 
Local Peace Commit-

tees Taking the Lead 

4 

  

  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/


.  

 

ZIMBABWE Parks and Wildlife Man-
agement Authority (ZimParks) director-
general Fulton Mangwanya speaking 
before the Parliamentary Portfolio Com-
mittee on Environment and Tourism in 
June 2019 said there is a spike in human
-wildlife conflict. Twenty seven peo-
ple were killed by wild animals 
across Zimbabwe during the first 
quarter of 2015 whilst fifteen sus-
tained injuries at varying degrees.  
During the same year lions killed 
mostly cattle and goats, a combined 
118 in total, robbing people of cru-
cial draught power. However, the 
real human hunter was the crocodile, 
which mauled down 22 people. How-
ever, with 66 cases of lion attacks on 
humans or human settlements report-
ed in just three months of 2015, that 
number is notoriously high. Many 
conflicts go unreported, but the high-
est number of those reported oc-
curred in southern and western Zim-
babwe. 
 
Zimbabwe has not been spared from the 
effects of global warming. According to 
the meteorological services of Zimba-
bwe, since 1987 the country has experi-

enced its six warmest years on record, 
with daily minimum and maximum 
temperatures having risen by approxi-
mately 2°C over the past century. This 
has seen the country experience ex-
tremes of weather over the past two 
decades. The country has had to deal 

with 10 droughts, decreased freshwater and 
destroyed biodiversity. Research indicates that 
surface water resources within the country will 
reduce significantly by 2080, which will place 
a great part of Zimbabwe’s population at risk 

of water shortages.  
 
In districts such as Beitbridge the effects of 
climate change are already being hard felt by 
poor rural communities. In areas such as 

Ndambe, 
Masera, 
Chitu-
ripasi, 
Dite and 
Shashe 
rainfall 
patterns 
have de-
clined 
drastically 
and the 
few open 
water 
sources 
have be-
gun drying 
up even in 
the early 
months of 
the rainy 
season. As 

a result wildlife such as elephants and hyena 
has become so bold as to encroach into the 
human settlements in search of the scarce wa-
ter resources as well as food. 
 
 For these poor communal farmers the losses 
have been huge as they are losing what little 

crops not ravaged by drought and small 
livestock such as goats. This has fuelled 
human-animal conflict; more so as the 
state appears to protect the wildlife at the 
expense of the communal farmers. With 

climate 
change set to 
worsen wa-
ter scarcity 
and increase 
food security 
it is inevita-
ble that the 
conflict will 
continue to 
gain mo-
mentum. 
 
For local 
peace com-
mittees in 
Beitbridge 
district the 
human-
animal con-

flict poses significant challenges as the 
conventional conflict management mech-
anisms of negotiation, dialogue and me-
diation are not particularly relevant. As a 
result ECLF is working with the local 
peace committees to identify alternative 
conflict management approaches but 
what is clear is that there is a need to 
develop the practical capacities of com-
munity members to deal with the animal 
threats.  
 
Avenues worth exploration are partner-
ships with organizations such as the 
Painted Dog Conservancy which provide 
capacity building and training on how to 
deter wild animals such as elephants 
without putting oneself at risk such as 
Planting chilli peppers or paprika with 
food garden and field crops, using strong 
flashlights, spotlights, or floodlights at 
night to deter night raids, planting crops 
that elephants do not like, changing the 
timing of planting or harvesting and 
keeping crops clustered together. 

CLIMATE CHANGE: A KEY DRIVER OF HUMAN-ANIMAL CONFLICT IN 
ZIMBABWE  
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The GPI covers 99.7 per cent of the world’s population, using 23 
qualitative and quantitative indicators from highly respected sources, 
and measures the state of peace using three thematic domains: the 
level of Societal Safety and Security; the extent of Ongoing Domestic 
and International Conflict; and the degree of Militarization. The 
2019 report also includes analysis of trends in Positive Peace: the 
attitudes, institutions, and structures that create and sustain peaceful 
societies. It looks at the relationship between the actual peace of a 
country, as measured by the GPI, and Positive Peace, and how a 
deficit of Positive Peace is often a predictor of future increases in 

at the dynamic relationship between changes in Positive 
Peace and changes in the economy. 
 
Results in sub-Saharan Africa were mixed last year across 
both indicators and countries. Twenty-seven of the region’s 
44 countries deteriorated in peacefulness, leading to a weak-
ening of all three domains of the GPI, while 12 of the re-
gion’s 23 indicators improved and eight deteriorated. The 
region’s five largest country improvements were in Rwanda, 
The Gambia, Djibouti, Eswatini and Somalia. An improve-
ment in internal conflicts fought boosted Somalia by one 
place in the 2019 GPI to rank 158, lifting it out of the five 
least peaceful countries in the world. The five worst deterio-
rations occurred in Burkina Faso, Zimbabwe, Togo, Sierra 
Leone and Namibia. 
Zimbabwe’s overall score deteriorated by 5.3 per cent in 

2019, marking the fourth successive year of deteriorations in 
peacefulness. Zimbabwe fell six places to 132nd.  

The country deteriorated in all three domains, most 
especially in the Ongoing Conflict domain. Political 
instability and violent demonstrations deteriorated in 
2019, following widespread strikes and protests in 
response to the sharp rise in fuel prices. The govern-
ment's response was swift with many arrests and wide-
spread reports of military violence against civilians. 
This was reflected in a worsening score for intensity of 
internal conflict. Several leaders of the protests and 
roughly 600 participants were arrested, many of whom 
were released shortly afterwards. The violent crime 
score also deteriorated in the wake of the crisis. Crime, 
most of it opportunistic, has long been an issue in 
Zimbabwe.  
 
Reflecting the increase in economic challenges facing 
the country, crime levels have increased: the US State 
Department calculates that overall crime increased ten 
to 15 per cent across most sectors in 2016. Terrorism 
has also increased, with the terrorism impact score 
deteriorating 33 per cent over the past year. Two peo-
ple were killed and at least 47 injured in the June 2018 
Bulawayo grenade attack targeting President Emmer-
son Mnangagwa. Zimbabwe has registered a slight 
improvement in the refugees and IDPs indicator, with 
now less than one per cent of the population displaced, 
down from nearly eight per cent in 2010. The country 
also improved its score for nuclear and heavy weapons 
capabilities, offsetting some of the deterioration in the 
Militarization domain from rising military expenditure 
(% GDP). 

REVIEW OF THE GLOBAL PEACE INDEX REPORT 2019  
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for its work compared to any 
other district we have worked 
in. After the ward sensitization 
workshops facilitated by ECLF 
six (6) communities through 
their local peace committees 
have gone on to mobilize sensi-
tization workshops targeted at 
the villages in order to ensure 
that the conflict management 
skills and knowledge are dis-
seminated throughout the com-
munity.  
 
To date fourteen (14) village 
sensitization workshops have 
been conducted and this has 
been done through the commu-
nities’ own volition and at their 

Uzumba has always been re-
garded as a particularly politi-
cally sensitive area notorious 
for almost zero tolerance on 
support of any opposition par-
ties. In light of this ECLF was 
uncertain as to how and if at all 
the peace building program 
would be embraced by commu-
nities despite the support of the 
district stakeholders, especially 
considering that the peace 
building agenda has generally 
been associated with opposition 
politics.  
 
To date ECLF has received 
what has been the most over-
whelming community support 

own expense; a result ECLF could 
not have anticipated. Local peace 
committee members in both dis-
tricts have also been embraced into 
the various community level struc-
tures including the traditional 
courts where their insights and 
advice is highly sought after in 
addition to them being called upon 
to share insights on peace building 
and its importance during commu-
nity meetings, church gatherings 
and even funerals.  

COMMUNITY PEACE BUILDING INITIATIVES: 

LOCAL PEACE COMMITTEES TAKING THE LEAD 

Stay Connected with us. Follow 
us on  

Twitter: www.twitter.com/
ECLFZim 

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

ECLFZimbabwe 
 

Website: https://www.eclfz.org 
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